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(c) STRATEGY AND  TACTICS  OF THE EYLAU CAMPAIGN.

When the French army issued, in the afternoon of the
7th, from the woods towards Landsberg on to the Ziegelhof
plateau, it seemed uncertain, says Soult,* whether the whole
Btifesian army, or merely a rear-guard, was in front of it.

The conduct of the action against the Eussian rear-guard
was, at first, somewhat disjointed on the side of the French.
Soult's centre moved so much faster than his right wing that
the frontal attack, on the Eussian extreme rear-guard, com-
menced and failed before the flanking movement was ready.
It would seem that the assault should have been delayed,
until it could have been supported by Augereau on the left,
and Schinner and Vivier on the right, as it eventually was.

It has been shown that the storming of Eylau, on the
evening of the 7th, was probably far from what Napoleon
desired. The remark which Marbot alleges he heard fall
from the Emperor's lips admirably sums up the case.
Napoleon knew that Davout could hardly be in a position
to afford help, on the right, before the following day was well
advanced. Ney's last orders had directed him on Kreuzburg,
and his orders to march to the battlefield were not even
despatched till 8 a.m. on the 8th. This failure to call
Ney direct from Landsberg, on the night of the 7th, is
an omission, on the part of the Emperor, which it is very
difficult to explain. N~ey was bivouacking that night close
to Landsberg,f ready to start early next morning for
Kreuzburg, as he actually did. Had he received orders by
midnight of the 7th-8th, instead of at 2 p.m. on the 8th,
he would have been before Schloditten many hours sooner
than he was, and, marching on the shorter line, would have
anticipated Lestocq there.J

Whatever the cause of this neglect may have been,

* Soult's report (Arch. Hist.).                        f Key, ArcK Hist.

I Napoleon afterwards said that, unless Lestocq had been pressed, he might
have fallen on the French left and rear (M&tmres pour aervir, etc,, viii, 66),
This scarcely seems to cover the case.